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Welcome 
A very warm welcome from everyone at UPRacing, to all our loyal sponsors, 
alumni and supporters. The team has been hugely busy up until recently,  
working hard to prepare the car for Silverstone. Here’s a look at what  
happened and other news from the team. 
 

Silverstone Overview Report (11th – 15th July) 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 2018 

 

 

• Silverstone Report 

• Post Silverstone 

testing 

• Team News 

• Progress 

• Looking Ahead 

In This Issue 

Ross Brawn (centre-left) unveiling the new 

autonomous Formula Student vehicle. 

The team digging in to a good meal. 

As the main event for the team, everyone was 

pumped full of excitement and anticipation ahead of 

the Formula Student UK event at Silverstone in July. 

Preparation and packing commenced on the 

Wednesday before and was great to see members 

getting stuck in with packing and loading up. After a 

smooth journey the process was reversed on arrival 

at Silverstone, unloading to our pit area. 

Shortly after arrival the team headed to the event 

opening ceremony which displayed some of the 

highlights of Formula Student celebrating 25 years. 

We were then treated to a talk and interview with 

ambassador Ross Brawn who expressed his 

excitement for young engineers and discussed his 

new role in Formula One. Mr Brawn also helped 

launch and unveil a new formula student class car 

based on autonomous driving. The England game 

against Croatia followed, the less said the better! 

Thursday saw the start of the static events and 

Scrutineering. First the cost report was presented to 

the judges by Jareth Hallam and Tim May, with 

support from Chris Hughes, Sam Long and Jake Drain. 

Justification for our cost philosophy was looked at 

from every angle by judges who were industry 

professionals. Our guys represented the team 

incredibly well and came away with bag full of points, 

confidence and fresh ideas for next year. 

Next up was the design event led by Sam Long, Jake 

Drain, Ben Spurge, Adam Tunbridge, Ed Clapham and 

Chris Hughes. With excellent knowledge and 

enthusiasm, the team were able to come 18th 

overall after successfully justifying their designs. A 

great achievement which we hope to duplicate next 

year. 

Scrutineering also began on Thursday afternoon, 

which can be a bigger challenge than the dynamic 

events. We started off brilliantly, flying through 

safety checks. 

 

Design event under way. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 
The UPR-10 – built 2017/18. 

Friday was a busy day for the team. We were up 

bright and early to get as much of scrutineering out 

of the way as soon as possible. We quickly passed 

technical, chassis and tilt test. Immediately after 

followed ‘noise test’. This year it took several 

attempts at the test before passing as we struggled 

to quieten the idle noise. However, we did pass after 

some tweaking with the engine map and moved on 

to the final part of scrutineering, the ‘brake test’. 

Here the aim is to lock all four wheels under braking 

within a set area of tarmac. Previously this has been 

an area we have struggled. We gave it several 

attempts but unfortunately ran out of time, making 

it essential to pass it the following morning. 

The team was up as soon as possible Saturday 

morning aiming to maximise the amount of time 

available to pass the brake test before dynamic 

events commenced. The brake test proved to be a 

real challenge, requiring several attempts before an 

eventual pass, much to our excitement and elation. 

Unfortunately, due to time lost in scrutineering we 

did miss two events, but we quickly headed to the 

sprint event to set a fast time and ensure a place for 

the main endurance event on Sunday.  The car set a 

fast lap and showed great performance, setting a 

good time and qualifying us for Sunday. 

Sunday came and the Endurance event began. We 

got off to a fantastic start, helped with huge cheers 

from the team. Our pace was obvious as we easily 

overtook the other cars on track. However, after just 

6km the cooling system fan fuse blew causing the 

engine to overheat. Thankfully the reliability of the 

Yamaha R6 engine shone through even with coolant 

temperatures exceeding 135C, no damage was done, 

allowing us to continue the testing of all systems. We 

fixed the car and then ran some thorough testing at 

the end of the day and it ran extremely well, much 

to the enjoyment of the team. The whole event was 

a bit of a rollercoaster, but we definitely ended on a 

high. 

 

UPR-10 being scrutineered on the tilt test. 

All four wheels locking in a cloud of smoke 

under heavy braking. 

Out on track with Ben Spurge at the wheel. 

UPRacing at Silverstone. 



 

Post-Silverstone Testing  

 

   

Team News 

Leadership Changeover 
As usual with this time of year it’s necessary for our UPR-10 leaders to hand over and let our freshly appointed 

members take the wheel. Our new leads are relatively inexperienced when compared to previous years, but, 

will provide a breath of fresh air, hopefully coming up with some exciting and ambitious ideas. We wish them 

every success. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Having returned from Silverstone, we had a 

fantastic opportunity to run the car at testing 

to see if we could discover any issues that 

needed ironing out. This was an added bonus, 

allowing team members to see the UPR-10 car 

in action once again. The car ran well initially 

around our made-up circuit, showing good 

handling and acceleration characteristics. We 

found a few issues with the car which is never a 

bad thing, as we will be able to rectify these 

and improve overall reliability heading into the 

next academic year. A sunny day at the Thorney Island test circuit. 

   

   

   

Liam Rudd – Team Lead Harrison Simpson – Vice Team Lead Greg Wallis – Technical Liaison 

Hannah Hulme – Manufacture Lead Ben Spurge – Design Lead Gareth Honour – Operations Lead 

James Irons – Suspension Lead Harry Messenger –  

Chassis and Powertrain Lead 
Conrad Yeadon – Electronics Lead 



“I’d like to give personal thanks to all of our sponsors and partners who 
enable UPRacing to compete and represent them. The support really  
does allow young minds to come together in a yearlong project  
covering a multitude of disciplines and to learn skills which will be  
critical in industry as a graduate. 
 
Acting as Head of the Maintenance and Manufacturing team for the  
UPR-10 I was ecstatic to see the car perform so well with, admittedly,  
little pre-Silverstone testing. We have a strong foundation to work 
from with aims to making crucial refinements on specifics of smaller systems to improve reliability in the 
car for the coming year. An overview of FSUK2018 can be read on the attached document. 
 
Finally, I’d like to express my pride in the team thus far in which anyone who I have had the pleasure of 
personally meeting will have found. It is with great excitement that I, alongside a strong management 
team, have been given the opportunity to oversee the UPR-11.” 

A word from Liam 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A message to our Sponsors and Supporters 

Without your continued support none of this would be possible. Your products, services and assistance really 

do make this car a success, something we are eternally grateful for. The fact we are now an established team 

of 10 years is a fantastic achievement and something to be proud of. We’ll be racing towards the next 10 

years, hopefully with many of you alongside us. Let’s keep going forward! 

Special thanks go to Daniel Wiggins and Rob Morgan for their last minute TIG welding expertise in times of 

desperation. Appreciation from all of us in your after-hours efforts to keep us going and meeting deadlines.  

 

  

                                                                    


